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Letter From the President
I am writing to introduce myself as the newly elected President of the UNC NROTC Alumni Association. I am indeed honored to serve in this role and represent you at events such as the recent senior midshipmen dinner and
the upcoming commissioning ceremony. On behalf of the Alumni Board and all alumni, I would like to thank my
predecessor, Dick Cashwell, for his many contributions to the Association during his tenure as President.
When I was a senior at Myers Park High School in Charlotte, NC, two of my best friends and I decided to join the
military proactively rather than wait to be drafted, as was a certainty back then, and so enlisted in the Naval Reserve. That Christmas break was spent at Great Lakes Naval Training Center in Michigan. After graduating from
high school in 1964, I entered UNC and was accepted into the NROTC program. Another of my friends who had
joined the Naval Reserve with me, Denny Caldwell, also entered UNC and the NROTC program. Looking back at
my life and career, the decision to go to UNC and enter the NROTC program was life defining.
During my four years as a midshipman, the NROTC unit was very large compared to this years’ graduating class
of eight. For example, my graduating class (1968) was over 40 midshipmen and the Class of ’69 was almost 60. I
served as Treasurer of the Quarterdeck Society and was a member of the Scabbard and Blade, receiving the Professor of Naval Science Award my senior year. Along with other midshipmen, including John “Ace” Kellog and
Lanny Lancaster, we won the UNC intramural bowling championship. That was a proud moment! Richard Johnson was our battalion commander. Following graduation, I was in Ed Hammerbeck’s military wedding. Richard
and Ed, both Marines, lost their lives in Vietnam.
Our class was privileged to be commissioned by Adm. Zumwalt, whose son, Elmo Jr., was a classmate. Elmo Jr.
and I saw each other in Saigon in 1970 while he was on leave from his river boat assignment. As most of you
know, he would later die of cancer associated with exposure to Agent Orange used to defoliate the river banks; the
use of which had been ordered by his father. One of the quotes of UNC graduates on the walkway leading to the
UNC Memorial Wall is that of Elmo Jr.
Following graduation, I went to Naval Supply Corps School in Athens, Georgia, and was then assigned to the USS
San Marcos (LSD-25) based in Little Creek, Virginia. Although I enjoyed my job aboard ship and loved being at
sea, I did not feel that I was contributing directly to the war effort. Therefore, in early 1970, to the surprise of my
shipmates, family, and friends, I volunteered for an in-country assignment in Vietnam. After a year in Vietnam, I
returned to Norfolk for a brief period before leaving the Navy in 1971 as a LT.
Currently, I am the Vice President of Worldwide Regulatory Compliance within Research and Development at
GlaxoSmithKline, a global pharmaceutical company, where I have been for 27 years. As I reflect on my career in
the corporate world, having survived two mega mergers, there is no doubt in my mind that my UNC NROTC experience, combined with my experience as a Naval Officer, were major factors in any success that I may have
had. The personal leadership, integrity, character, work ethic and ability to manage people were instilled in me
during this time.
The Alumni Association Board is committed to supporting the midshipmen, as well as being your connection to
your UNC NROTC roots afterwards. The number of midshipmen is decreasing at UNC. The unit needs your

support. If you haven’t already, I encourage you to reconnect with the unit by becoming and/or remaining an active member and possibly becoming involved with the Board. You will be surprised just how
rewarding it is. Meanwhile, sign up for the reunion this fall. I’ll look forward to seeing you there.
Ron McManus class of ‘68

Visit our website at http://www.uncnrotcaa.org

Dedication of the Memorial to Carolina Alumni Who Made the Ultimate
Sacrifice for the United States of America

Under a Carolina blue sky and flanked by the color guard representing the three ROTC units on campus, on April 12, 2007, Chancellor Moeser opened the ceremony dedicating the memorial to “Carolina’s Fallen”.
This impressive feature outside of Memorial Hall, adjacent to Phillips Hall, commemorates the lives of UNC
graduates who made the ultimate sacrifice in defense of their country during time of conflict.
Among the honored guests were Mr. and Mrs. William Connor, the parents of Patrick K. Connor, an
NROTC graduate who lost his life in the first Gulf War. Following Moeser’s comments, a most inspiring address
was given by former UNC President, William Friday.

President William Friday and Chancellor Moeser

LTCOL O’Connell, Mr.& Mrs. William Connor

The memorial was conceived and spearheaded by Robert Eaves, Sherwood Smith and Charles Winston,
all graduates of the UNC ROTC programs. A series of pavers leading up to the wall/bench fixture relates quotes
by individuals who have participated in the major conflicts of our country. More directly to Memorial Hall is the
monument that contains the names of 684 Carolina graduates who made that ultimate sacrifice. Names are inscribed on metal shelves that are identified by the war and slide out to reveal the individual names. Additional
names can be added in the future.
Next to a heavily trafficked path going from Cameron Avenue, beside Phillips and behind Memorial
Hall to the central campus, the memorial is appropriately located amid the student life that these heroes enjoyed.
Coming upon the area one senses the solemnity of the environment. This is a must “quiet” visit for all Carolina
alumni as well as all Tar Heel citizens. Make time for it the next time you’re on the Hill.

Greetings from the Awards Committee!
On December 13, 2006 at NAB Little Creek, I presented RDML Janice Hamby, Class of 1980, with
the 2006 UNC NROTC Alumni Association Distinguished Alumnus Award. Currently serving as the Director
of Operations of the Naval Network Warfare Command, RDML Hamby has had a distinguished career in the
computer and telecommunications field. She has made numerous deployments, including Operation Uphold
Democracy (Haiti, 1994) and Operation Iraqi Freedom (Baghdad, 2004), as well as had many ship and shore
assignments and commands. RDML Hamby holds a Bachelors Degree from UNC, a Masters of Science in Information Systems Management and a Masters of Business Administration from Boston University, and a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies from the US Naval War College where she graduated with
distinction and was a Presidential Honor Graduate.
RDML Hamby’s impressive career accomplishments and her current contributions to the US Naval
Services made her a clear choice for the Distinguished Alumnus Award. With the technical nature and the reliance on computer networks and data transmission of the Navy and Marine Corps today, she is at the cutting
edge of military innovation. Join me in congratulating RDML Hamby on her award and her career.

Shannon Gorrell presenting award to RDML Janice Hamby, Class of 1980
I am now taking nominations for the 2007 Distinguished Alumnus Award and the Distinguished
Service Award. Please be sure to indicate which award and submit a biography for your nomination to
shannon.gorrell@gmail.com

Welcome Seniors
On April 11, 2007 the NROTC Alumni Association Board held a dinner at the Carolina Club for the
eight graduating seniors of the unit to formally welcome them into the Association. The objective of the social
evening was to establish an identity and relationship with the 1/c midshipmen before they graduate and scatter
to various places with the beginning of their military careers. The event was conceived and organized by Col.
Walt Fitts, USMC (Ret). Timing with the dedication of the memorial the next day allowed Mr.& Mrs. William
Connor to join the group for dinner as well as LtCol. Jack O’Connell, USAF. Jack was the roommate in Pensacola of Patrick Connor. Jack served as a naval aviator and left the Navy to go to law school. After 9-11, Jack
reentered the military, this time in the Air Force and is scheduled for his second tour of Iraq shortly.
The May 12 graduating class includes 3 naval aviators, one submariner and 3 marines. One senior is
scheduled for graduation in December. It was a fun evening. Major Shannon Gorrell, who has served tours in
both Iraq and Afghanistan, along with Captain Stephen Matts led an interesting discussion on the situation in
the Middle East. But most of us concentrated on hometowns, majors and expected experiences in the military.

LtCol. O’Connell, Mrs.& Mr. Connor

Graduating class May 2007
Nicole Nelson, Patrick Murphy, Will Gerichten
Ryan Bridges, John Schnepper, Hunter Scott, Joshua lail

Capt. Matts, Col. Fitts, Mr. Connor

Senior Dinner Celebration
Rusty Phelan, Nicole Nelson, Will Gerichten, Col. Fitts
Capt. Matts, Maj. Gorrell, Patrick Murphy, Ron McManus
Ryan Burke
Ryan Bridges, John Schnepper, Hunter Scott, Joshua Lail

Commissioning ceremony is scheduled for 1000 Saturday, May 12, 2007 in Hill Hall.

Scuttlebutt-Status Board
Jim Barge, ’85, writes that he still living in Cincinnati, Ohio
and working at GE Aviation. “I've been there ever since I got
off of active duty in 1996 and am currently a Customer Program
Quality Leader for GE's large military engines. I've also been
in the reserves since 1996, 21 years so far total active and
reserve. I'm currently a CDR and the Operations Officer for Allied Command Transformation DET 113. I've got 2 daughters,
Rachael, 16 and Abigail, 13. I hope to get to a reunion one of
these days!”
Dan Rabil ’86 and his wife announce the birth of their third
child: John Thomas Rabil, born January 27, 2007
CDR Michael Wegman, Staff 1991-94, is the current CO of the
Theater Field Confinement Facility in Kuwait. The facility
houses members from all branches of the military but Michael
states no Carolina grads! His family resides in Goldsboro, NC
and his daughter will make David a tuition paying UNC dad in
2008. He would like to hear from former midshipmen and faculty: david.m.wegman@arifjan.arcent.army.mil.

Let us know what you’re doing this days
Let your classmates and the rest of the association know where you are, what you
are doing and what’s new these days. Pictures are great if you can send them (seems
some of us change over the years). We need lots of information from all classes to make
our newsletter informative. Send input to phelansc@bellsouth.net.

Future of the Naval Armory
Currently the demolition of the historic landmark is on hold due to lack of funding.
The administration still has plans on the board to destroy the Naval Armory and construct a three level building on the perimeter of the campus to house all three ROTC
units.

Reunion Planning
This year the board chose the Miami football game (October 6) for the reunion date. This will be a Columbus Day weekend and should avoid conflicts
with reserve drill schedules. In checking with lodging facilities in the area, the
best deal is with the Wyndham Hotel on Miami Blvd. The hotel has recently
been renovated and contains a restaurant and bar. The room rate of $79/ night
includes a full hot breakfast. Reservation must be made by Sept. 1 to take advantage of the NROTC special rate. Call 919-941-6066 and request the special rate.
Football Tickets this year may be limited. Everyone intending to make the
reunion should plan to purchase tickets on Aug. 4 at 1000, the first time individual game tickets will be available. We will attempt to secure a block of tickets
and hopefully have our own online ticket window.
Schedule:
Friday, Oct. 5

Saturday, Oct. 6

1700 Board Meeting, Toy Lounge, 4th Floor Day Hall,
(West of Wilson Library)
1800-2000 Social for All Alumni, Toy Lounge
(Beer, wine & eats provided).
(Assumes a 1300 kickoff)
1000 General Meeting, Naval Armory
1100

BBQ Lunch Naval Armory

1300 Football
After game: Informal social at Wyndham Hotel bar.

Note the Return Address
Our newsletter is now being printed and distributed by the UNC General Alumni
Association and therefore the return address is that of the GAA. As a nonprofit the GAA can
mail at a significantly lower costs than we could and provide us with very economical printing
costs. The assistance of the GAA is sincerely appreciated in these days of rising costs.

Class of 2007
Commissioning

In Hill Hall on May 12, 2007, Rear Admiral Charles Hamilton II swore in the six graduating seniors of the
class of 2007. Family and friends were joined by members of the NROTC Class of 1957 who were attending their
50th class reunion.
Christopher Ryan Bridges, Ensign, USN Naval Aviation
William Benjamin Gerichten, 2nd Lt. USMC
Joshua Keith Lail, Ensign, USN Submarine Warfare
Patrick Arthur Murphy, 2ndLt. USMC
Nicole Marie Nelson, 2ndLt. USMC
John Christian Schnepper II, Ensign USN Naval Aviation
Special Awards:
Patrick Connor Aviation Leadership Award: An aviator’s watch to the individual who has the highest
academic standing and has demonstrated exceptional leadership serving the battalion organization: ENS John C.
Schnepper II
Richard S. Johnson Memorial Award: A Marine Officer’s sword presented to the NROTC Marine Option
who has demonstrated the highest achievement in both aptitude for service in the Marine Corps and Marine
Science courses: 2nd Lt. Nicole M. Nelson
Charles J. Wolfe, Jr. Scholarship Award: A $2000 award to the senior midshipman who has shown the
most improvement during their four years in the NROTC program: Ens John C. Schnepper II
SECNAV Distinguished Midshipman Graduate Honors one graduating midshipman at each NROTC unit
and 20 midshipmen at the Naval Academy who demonstrate the highest standards of leadership, academic and
military performance: ESN Joshua K. Lail

